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◊ Terrorism Overview – Motivations, Goals and Tactics 
 

◊ Terrorist Targeting Model 
 

◊ Terrorist Pre-Operational Preparation and Activities 
 

◊ Detecting Pre-Operational Activity I –  
Countersurveillance and Surveillance Detection 
 

◊ Detecting Pre-Operational Activity II –  
Intelligence-Led Policing – Human Informants 
 

◊ Detecting Pre-Operational Activity III –  
Intelligence-Led Policing – Analysis  
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Guest Instructor: Ahmet S. Yayla, PhD, TNP (retired) 
 
Dr. Yayla served a career in the Turkish National Police, culminating as Chief of the 
Counter-terrorism and Operations Division. His primary focus was terrorism and 
related activities of ISIS (IS, Islamic State), Al-Qaeda, Al-Nusra, Hezbollah, the PKK 
and other global terrorist organizations. As an expert in the field, Dr. Yayla 
transitioned to academia, researching terrorism, radicalization and countering violent 
extremism (CVE). Dr. Yayla was one of the first researchers to meet and interview 
ISIS defectors hiding in Turkey, leading to several articles and books on terrorism and 
violence. Dr. Yayla has testified before the U.S. Senate Homeland Security Committee 
and Subcommittee on Prevention of Nuclear and Biological Attacks, and served as an 
Official Advisor to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security on building connections 
with terrorism-targeted international communities living in the United States. Dr. 
Yayla serves as a tenured Professor and Chair of the Sociology Department at the 
University of Harran, in Sanliurfa, Turkey. He is presently on academic leave while co-
directing the ISIS Defectors Interview Project. His latest book, “ISIS Defectors: Inside 
Stories of Confronting the Caliphate” will be released in April, 2016. Dr. Yayla earned 
both his Master’s and Ph.D. from the University of North Texas. 
 
 

Guest Instructor: Daniel Guerrero, Special Agent-FBI (retired) 
 
Dan Guerrero’s experience in the counterterrorism and security field spans more than three 
decades. After serving four years as an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps, he became a Special 
Agent with the FBI. Early in his FBI career, Mr. Guerrero worked in the field on violent crime, 
major offenders, foreign counterintelligence and major drug trafficking organizations, and served 
as a SWAT team member. Mr. Guerrero was then selected to serve as an Operator with the FBI’s 
Hostage Rescue Team (HRT) where he eventually transitioned to a management role in the FBI’s 
Crisis Management Unit (CMU). In 2001, Mr. Guerrero was appointed as the first FBI 
representative to the newly established Department of Homeland Security, where he served on 
the Interagency Incident Management Group, providing guidance to DHS leadership and the 
White House Security Council regarding domestic incident management. Mr. Guerrero has also 
represented the United States as a diplomat to Romania and Turkey. More recently, Mr. Guerrero 
worked as a supervisor in the Seattle FBI Field Office, where he served as the Crisis Management 
Coordinator as well as the Supervisory Resident Agent in Charge of the Everett and Bellingham 
Resident Offices. In 2014, he completed an assignment in Kabul, Afghanistan working with the 
Afghan government and the international community on rule of law and investigative matters. In 
September, 2014, after twenty-six years of service to the FBI, Mr. Guerrero retired and accepted a 
position as the Director for Security & Emergency Preparedness at Edmonds Community College. 
He is a partner with Salish Security & Consulting, an advisor to the Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management Board of Washington State, and a member of the Transportation Board 
of the City of Edmonds, Washington.  
 




